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COURT ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND ROUTES OF APPEAL

Supreme Court

Recommendations from Judicial Standards
Commission; final orders of Utilities

Commission in general rate cases.

Criminal Cases
(for trial de novo)

Decisions of Industrial Commission,
State Bar, Property Tax Commission,
Commissioner of Insurance, Department
of Health and Human Services, Secretary
of Environment and Natural Resources,
and the Utilities Commission (in cases
other than general rate cases).

*Qriginal jurisdiction: misdemeanor cases
not assigned to magistrates; probable
cause hearings; accept guilty/no contest
pleas in certain felony cases; civil cases
$10,000* or less; juvenile proceedings; -
domestic relations; mental health hospital
commitments.

Clerks of - s |
Superior Court

Clerk Personnel

Magistrates

\

*Qriginal jurisdiction: accept certain
misdemeanor guilty pleas and admission
of responsibility to infractions; worthless
check misdemeanors $2,000 or less;
small claims $5,000 or less; valuation of
property in certain estate cases.

Administrative Office of the Courts
serves the Judicial Branch through these

divisions: Budget Management, Court
Programs, Court Services, Financial
Services, Guardian ad Litem, Human
Resources, Legal and Legislative Services,
Organizational Development, Purchasing,
Research and Planning, Technology.

Original jurisdiction: all felony
cases; civil cases in excess of
$10,000*; decisions of most
administrative agencies.

Original jurisdiction: probate
and estates, special proceedings
(condemnations, adoptions,
partitions, foreclosures, etc.);

in certain cases, may accept
quilty pleas or admissions

of responsibility and enter
judgment.

*Jurisdictional amounts were changed by the General Assembly for

the upcoming year.

Bl Appeals from the Court of Appeals to the

Supreme Court are by right in certain cases involving
constitutional questions, and cases in which there has
been dissent in the Court of Appeals. In its discretion, the
Supreme Court may review Court of Appeals decisions in
cases of significant public interest or cases involving legal
principles of major significance, and in cases in which the
decision of the Court of Appeals appears to be in conflict
with a decision of the Supreme Court.

A Appeals from these agencies go direétly to the
Court of Appeals.

Bl As a matter of right, appeals go directly to the
Supreme Court in first degree capital murder cases

Court may hear appeals directly from the trial courts in

cases of significant public interest, in cases involving legal

principles of major significance, where delay would cause

substantial harm, or when the Court of Appeals docket

is unusually full.

A Criminal cases proceed to the superior court for trial

de novo. Civil and juvenile cases proceed to the Court of

Appeals.

B Most appeals from judicial proceedings before the

clerk are to the superior court. A few matters, such as

adoptions, are appealed to the district court.

*The district and superior courts have concurrent original jurisdiction in civil
actions (G.S. 7A-240). Currently, the district court division is the proper division

in which the defendant has been sentenced to death,

in Utilities Commission general rate cases, and in
redistricting cases. In all other cases appeal as of right

is to the Court of Appeals. In its discretion, the Supreme

for the trial of civil actions in which the amount in controversy is $10,000 or less;
and the superior court division for matters of $10,000 or greater (G.S. 7A-243).
Due to an amendment, from August 1, 2013, through June 30, 2015, either the
district court or the superior court is the proper division for the trial of civil actions
in which the amount in controversy is between $10,000 and $25,000.
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Criminal Court Process

Probable Cause /
Grand Jury
In felory cases, these hearings
determine if a crime has been
committed and if there is
sufficient evidence to believe
the defendant committed the

(R |

Offense

A crime is reported (citizen,
law enforcement, etc.)

i

Investigation
The process of collecting
evidence to determine the
events of, and the individuals
involved with the crime
(continues throughout

\ process) )

Arrest
The accused is charged with a
crime and taken into custody.

i

Preliminary Hearing
First Appearance where
defendant is informed of
charges against them and their
canstitutional rights, and

cannot afford one.

appointed an attomey if they

Indictment
The defendant is formally
charged with a crime.

!

Plea
The defendant will enter a

mm Felonies Only mm

Dismissal Move to
Superior Court

plea of guilty, not guilty or no

contest.

NotGuity | | Guilty |

Trial befare a presiding judge
andfor a jury of 12 citizens
who will hear and evaluate the

Acquittal

Trial

evidence.

{

Not enough evidence to prove
the defendant’s guilt.

|

Defendant is found guilty.

Conviction ]

The jury was unable to agree
on a verdict.

Hung Jury ’

i

or by a defendant claiming
incompetent representation.

Appeal Sentencing ;
A conviction may be The judge will decide an Retrial
overtumed by finding errors in « appropriate punishment based
the law or legal proceedings,

on current laws and courtroom

policy.

{

[ Serve Sentence ]

Source: Conference of District Attorneys
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NC Problem Solving Courts

January 2015
Number of| Number of County/City Grant No
1yps o Courts Courts | Counties hame of Counties Funding Funding | Funding
Cumberland
Halifax
Family Drug c‘;f::"
Treatment 8 8 g
Court Wayne
Robeson
Buncombe 3 courts
Mecklenbur
Catawba
Brunswick(superior)
Oct 1, 2012-
Pitt Sept 30,
2015
Person 1 court
Aug 1,2013-
Wake(2) Jul 31,2016
Adult Drug B Al\)very - 2 courts
Treatment 18 14 | Buncombe (superior) |
Court July 1, 2014-
Cumberland Dec 31, 2015
Durham
Guilford (2)
Mecklenburg (3)
(1superior, 2district) 9 courts
New Hanover
Orange
\Watauga
Mecklenburg
Youth Drug Guilford (2) 3 Eouna
Treatment 4 3 Oct 12012-
Court Forsyth Sept 30,
2016
=
New Hanover 1 court
Oct 1, 2014-
Buncombe Sept 30,
2015
DWI Courts 7 7 ynion 2 courts
Brunswick
Oct 1, 2014-
Cumberland Sept 30,
2015
Mecklenburg (2: 2 courts
Orange
Mental Brunswick
Health 6 5 Guilford (2) 6 courts
Courts Mecklenburg
Forsyth
Veterans i Fiarmett
Treatment 2
Cousts 1 Cumberland
e b B P S S PR e et
Total Drug
Treatment 30 25
Courts
All Problem 45 28
Solving Courts Administrative Office of the Courts  1/2015
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